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tod in the change-over from this plan to the Nivelle plan, the Germans slipped away from the Somme, straightening out the Lens-Noyon-Rheims salient and entrenching themselves on a new line called afterwards the Hindenburg Hne. As they went back, they devastated the country and sowed it with land-mines and explosives, which made the task of pursuing them difficult or impossible. This unforeseen manoeuvre dislocated a large part of Nivelle's plan and his main attack (on the Craonne plateau) east and west of Rheims on April 16 was a disastrous failure. The disappointment of the hopes built on this scheme led to a corresponding reaction, and mutinies followed in important sections of the French army. The coolness and good sense with which these were handled by General P6tain saved a perilous situation, but inevitably the brunt of the fighting fell on the British for the remainder of this year.
Passchendaele
They had played the part assigned to them in the Nivelle scheme by capturing Vimy Ridge on April 9, and with Htdc intermission continued their offensive against the Germans until the month of November. Early in June the Second Army under General Plumer gained JMessines Ridge after an elaborate tunnelling and mining operation culminating in the simultaneous explosion of a score of immense mines. At the aid of July there began at Ypres what came to be known as the Passchendaele offensive which had the double object of freeing the Belgian ports and relieving the pressure on the French, No operation undertaken by the British army lias been more criticized, and the material for a fair judgment is by no means complete. There is no question that it failed in the first of its objectives, and the degree in which its pursuance was necessary for the relief of the French can only be ascertained when all the records of this period have been published Undoubtedly it was General Haig's view that not to let go of the enemy was an imperative necessity during these months, and, unfavourable as the ground proved to be, he held it to be impossible to change suddenly or quickly to a more promising scene of attack.                                                                 &
The military situation had seldom looked blacker for the
